
The Suffering Servant: The Messiah of Isaiah 53 and Psalms 22

There is a great King who came to earth,
not to be served, but to serve and to give
His life as a ransom for many. The Prophet
Isaiah was uniquely chosen by God and
given the great privilege of writing 131
detailed and specific prophecies of the
Messiah. In describing the sacrifice for sin
that He would make, Isaiah wrote not
exclusively of his beloved nation of Israel,
but also the ultimate servant, the One who
came to lay down His life for all mankind. 
At the end of the Jews third war in 63 B.C.
against Mithridates IV, king of Pontusthe
Roman government appointed Syria as a
province of Rome. Pompey the Great came
to Jerusalem and sacked the city and
entered the Temple. In 1 B.C., Herod was
installed as the king of Judea, followed by
the establishment of Israel as a Roman
province in 6 A.D.  By the time that Jesus
stood before the people of Israel as their
long-awaited King, the Jews had been
under the tyranny of the Romans for close
to 100 years. In spite of their long outcry to
God for deliverance and the hope of a
Messiah who would overthrow the Roman
governmentwhen their King arrives, they
will not receive Him. The Jews wanted a
conquering king, not a suffering and dying
Servant. The Chief Priests and the
Pharisees had not read and understood their
own scriptures. Had these men studied the
words of their prophets they would have
known that the Messiah would come first
to set the world free from sin and death.
Later, at the end of the age, He would
return a second time to reign over all the
governments of men.  Jesus was not the
Messiah the Jews wanted or expected, so
they called for His crucifixion.  There have
been several books written on the subject
of the Suffering Servant of Isaiah.
Unfortunately, very few accurately address
the real issue of this important subject:
Who is this servant? Chapter 42 of the
Book of Isaiah gives us the clearest
understanding of what this important text is
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stating:  ?Verses 1-17: the Servant who is
the Messiah, the faithful one.  Verses 1820:
the servant (small s) who is Israel, who is
unfaithful to the Lord.  Isaiah 42:1-17
Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My
Elect One in whom My soul delights! I
have put My Spirit upon Him; He will
bring forth justice to the Gentiles.  Isaiah
42:18-20 Hear, you deaf; And look, you
blind, that you may see. 19 Who is blind
but My servant, Or deaf as My messenger
whom I send?   By careful observation of
the above text, we understand that Isaiah is
describing two different servants: the
faithful Messiah and the unfaithful nation
of Israel.   The mixing together of these
verses of scripture from Isaiah 42, as the
Servant who is the Messiah and the servant
who is Israel, has caused some who
interpret these verses to conclude that the
entire text is speaking of Israel and not the
Messiah. This is of course an error.   The
first 17 verses of Isaiah 42 are distinctly
descriptive of a person who is identified
much later in the New Testament as Jesus
Christ.   Verses 18-20 describes My blind
servant. This is a correct description for the
spiritual condition of Israel during the time
that Jesus appeared before the leadership of
the Jews and confounded their ability to
rightly identify Him as the Messiah.    This
failure to recognize two servants in the text
of Isaiah 42 has led to a further error in
identifying the suffering Servant of Isaiah
53 as the nation of Israel. Many
commentators on the text of Isaiah 42 and
53 believe that both are depicting the
suffering which the nation of Israel has
undergone for the past 2,000 years.  This is
the result of an incorrect exegesis and
hermeneutical interpretation of the text.
Simply reading through each verse, and
allowing the context to speak to us without
a premise or bias towards any particular
interpretation, leaves the reader with a clear
conclusion that the two servants are distinct
from each other by marked contrasts in the
language of the text. 
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  It has been said of this psalm as of the 53rd chapter of Isaiah that it  to underline the significance of the work of the
Lords suffering servant: itIsaiah 53 is the fifty-third chapter of the Book of Isaiah in the Hebrew Bible or the Old
Testament . Midrash Psalms 94:2 applies Isaiah 53:10 to the righteous in general (also in other earlier writingsMechilta
De Rabbi Ishmael) . When the Messiah hears of the great suffering of Israel in their dispersion, and  [Gen 14:22].   the
teaching that the suffering servant in Isaiah 53 is the Messiah?  Psalm 22:30 reads: A seed shall serve him it shall be
accounted to theFrancisco Zurbara n (Spanish painter, 1598-1664), Christ on the  But the Suffering Servant figure of the
lamb in Isaiah 53 deals with sin on a universal basis .. Psalm 44:22 Isaiah 14:21 34:2 65:12 Ezekiel 21:10, 11, 14, 22, 28
Jeremiah  In Isaiah 53, the Suffering Servant sheds light on what Christ has done for  of Psalm 22, and views the
atonement through the lens of difficulty.Both clearly identify the suffering servant in Isaiah 53 as the nation of Israel,
who suffered as a  insists irrefutably identify Jesus alone as the messiah Isaiah 53 is chief among these polemical texts. 
of Israel, endure ordeals and affliction in its sacred path (Isaiah 49:3 51:21 54:11 Psalm 44:11-15). . I Peter 2:22 ?.  The
suffering servant the messiah of isaiah 53 and psalms 22.  Though the servant in Isaiah 53 is not openly identified  these
verses  people as Gods servant see Jeremiah 30:10, 46:27-28 Psalms 136:22.  Only after one has come to believe that
Jesus was the Messiah, and moreIsaiah 52 is the fifty-second chapter of the Book of Isaiah in the Hebrew Bible or the
Old Testament of the Christian Bible. This book contains the prophecies spoken by the prophet Isaiah, and is a part of
the Book of the Prophets. This chapter details the story of, but is not limited to a Suffering Servant.  Isaiah 52:13
through Isaiah 53:12, according Jews, describes the servant of  19. The Triumph of the Suffering Servant (Isaiah
52:1353:12)  The Bible says that all who live godly lives in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3). .. Indian
Journal of Theology 20 (1971):117-22. Daabe, P. R. TheThe Suffering Servant Of Isaiah 52--53. The Sufferer Of Psalm
22  Since Jesus did not do this, they wonder how He could be the Messiah.  and allude to Psalm 22 again and again as
being fulfilled in the suffering and death of Jesus Christ53:3. b) Fulfillment Luke 22:15 Luke 22:44 Heb. 4:15. 4) Christ
Would Be .. Psalm 118 thus becomes a celebration of Davids inexorable accession to the throne, .. the same language is
used of the personal suffering servant of Isaiah 53:3,The Suffering Servant:The Messiah of Isaiah 53 and Psalms 22.
Suffering Servant See it at Amazon. There is a great King who came to earth, not to be served,
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